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Academic Appointments

Swarthmore College 2026 - current
Assistant Professor

United States Military Academy, West Point 2022 - 2026
Assistant Professor

Institute for Research in the Social Sciences, Stanford University 2021 - 2022
Dissertation Fellow

Stanford Center at Peking University 2018 - 2019
Predoctoral Fellow

Professional Affiliations

Nonresident Fellow, National Bureau of Asian Research 2025 - current

Education

Stanford University 2015 - 2022
Ph.D. in Political Science,
Dissertation: Credit for Compliance: How institutional layering ensures compliance in China
Committee: Jean Oi (chair), Anna Grzymala-Busse, Lisa Blaydes

Harvard University 2010 - 2014
B.A, Government, Highest Honors, magna cum laude
Language Citation in Mandarin
Secondary Concentration in English

Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journals

3. “Bureaucratic Incentives and Government Responsiveness in China” Governance 39(2). DOI: https:
//doi.org/10.1111/gove.70114. 2026.

2. “Oppose Autocracy without Support for Democracy: A Study of Non-Democratic Critics in China”
(with Tongtong Zhang). Perspectives on Politics 23(3): 865–84. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/
S1537592724001798. 2025.

1. “Towards a Unified Approach to Research on Democratic Backsliding” (with Hans Lueders and
Rachel Myrick). Democratization 29(4): 754-767. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.
2021.2010709. 2021.
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Book Chapters

1. “The Social Credit System as a Law-Enforcing Tool: Pillars of Local Implementations” in Automated
Governance in China? Data-Driven Systems in the Scoring Society, edited by Haiqing Yu and Rogier
Creemers. Leiden University Press: 2025.

Other

1. “Xi’s Grip on Power is Now China’s Biggest Domestic Challenge” World Politics Review, November
30, 2022.

Book Project

“Credit for Compliance: How Institutional Layering Ensures Compliance in China”

Working Papers [Available by Request]

“How Competition for Patronage Shapes Government Responsiveness in China” (with Kaiping Chen)
Conditional Acceptance at Political Science Research and Methods

“Anti-China Rhetoric and Asian American Identity: Evidence from a Survey Experiment” (with
Hans Lueders) Under Review

“Anti-China Rhetoric Reduces Candidate Support for Most Asian American Voters” (with Hans
Lueders) Under Review

“European Strategies in the Shadow of Sino-American Competition: A Text-as-Data Approach”(with
Jordan Becker, Seth Benson, Andreea Budeanu, and Maxwell Love)

“External Threats and Support for International Security Cooperation” (with Jordan Becker, Matthew
DiGiuseppe, and Tongfi Kim) Under Review

“Strategic Alignment, Alliances, and Behavior in International Organizations: When Does Alignment
Become Behavior?” (with Jordan Becker, Laia Comerma, and Luis Simon)

Works in Progress

“Talking Tough, Talking Soft: How China Tailors Rhetoric by Audience”

Teaching Experience

United States Military Academy, West Point

Fall 2022, 2023, 2025 Course Director and Instructor, Politics of China
Fall 2025 Course Director and Instructor, Democracy and Dictatorship
Spring 2023, 2024, 2025,

2026
Course Director and Instructor, International Political Economy

Fall 2022, 2023 Instructor, Introduction to International Relations
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Stanford University

Winter 2021 Teaching Assistant, Chinese Politics
Instructor: Jean Oi

Fall 2021 Course Assistant, Authoritarian Politics
Instructor: Lisa Blaydes

Summer 2018 Teaching Assistant, Machine Learning for Social Scientists
Instructor: Edgar Franco Vivanco

Spring 2018 Teaching Assistant, The Science of Politics
Instructors: Jonathan Rodden & Jeremy Weinstein

Winter 2018 Teaching Assistant, Machine Learning for Social Scientists
Instructor: Rochelle Terman

Summer 2017 Course Assistant, Methods of Historical Social Science
Instructor: Andrew Walder

Spring 2017 Teaching Assistant, Political Methodology III: Model Based Inference
Instructor: Justin Grimmer

Fellowships, Grants, and Awards

2025 Civilian Service Commendation Medal, Department of the Army

2024 Research grant (“Power and influence in the era of strategic competition: A frame-
work for discursive alignment and material behavior”), Smith Richardson Foundation

2024 Dean’s Faculty Research Fund (“Anti-China Rhetoric and Asian American Political
Identity”), West Point

2023 Research grant (“Text-as-data for contemporary Chinese policy research”), Dutch
Research Council

2023 William F. Murdy Award for Teaching Excellence for International Affairs, Depart-
ment of Social Sciences, West Point

2021 - 2022 Graduate Student Fellowship, Stanford King Center on Global Development, Stan-
ford

2021 - 2022 Dissertation Fellow, Institute for Research in the Social Sciences, Stanford

2021 George P. Schultz Dissertation Fund, Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Re-
search, Stanford

2021 Graduate Research Opportunity Fund, School of Humanities and Sciences, Stanford

2020 Graduate Student Research Fund, Stanford King Center on Global Development,
Stanford

2019 - 2020 Chinese Language Fellow, National Bureau of Asian Research, Beijing, China and
Taipei, Taiwan
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2019 Summer Grant, Center for East Asian Studies, Stanford

2019 Large Grant, The Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies, Stanford

2018 - 2019 Pre-Doctoral Fellow, Stanford Center at Peking University, Beijing, China

2018 Small Grant for Survey Experiments, Institute for Research in the Social Sciences,
Stanford

2017 Graduate Small Grant, Stanford Center for Philanthropy and Civil Society, Stanford

2016 East Asia Graduate Summer Grants, Center for East Asian Studies, Stanford

Major Association Conference Presentations

American Political Science Association (APSA) 2018, 2021, 2022, 2024, 2025
Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) 2018, 2025
International Studies Association (ISA) 2024, 2025

Invited Presentations

2025 Junior Korean Scholars Workshop (online)
2025 West Point Social Sciences Seminar, West Point, NY
2024 Seminar Presentation, Defense Intelligence Agency, Washington D.C.
2024 West Point Social Sciences Seminar, West Point, NY
2023 West Point Social Sciences Seminar, West Point, NY
2023 International Conference on Automated Decision-Making and Chinese Societies, Mel-

bourne, Australia
2022 Young Scholars Conference, San Diego, CA
2022 Chinese Politics Research in Progress Workshop
2021 Asian Politics Online Seminar Series
2021 New FACES in Chinese Politics Conference, Durham, NC

Relevant Fieldwork

14 months of fieldwork in China from 2018 - 2019.

Additional Training

Mandarin International Chinese Language Program, National Taiwan University,
2020

Mandarin Inter-University Program for Chinese Language Studies, Tsinghua Uni-
versity, 2019

Qualitative Methods Institute on Qualitative and Multi-Method Research, Syracuse Univer-
sity, 2018

Academic Service and Membership
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Department Service Hiring Committee Member (2023); Chair of Hiring Committee (2024); Exter-
nal Review Committee Member (2024-current); Organizer of Social Science
Security Seminar (2023-current)

University Service Dean’s AI Task Force (2025); Interdisciplinary AI Research Group (2025)

Reviewer Journal of Experimental Political Science, European Journal of Political Re-
search, Democratization

Memberships American Political Science Association (APSA), International Studies Associ-
ation (ISA), Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA)

Skills

Languages English (fluent), Korean (native), Mandarin Chinese (advanced)

Software R, Python, LATEX, Qualtrics
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